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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 22, 


2001. I am Paul Radenberg of the Fire 
Department, City of New York, conducting an 


interview with -- 


EMT MARQUEZ: Vincent Marquez, EMT, 


Battalion 20. 


MR. RADENBERG: This interview is being 


conducted at EMS Battalion 20 regarding the 


events of the morning of September 11th, 


2001. The time now is 0855, beginning of 

the interview. 

Q. If you would start pretty much from 
when you were assigned to the job and how you got 
into lower Manhattan. 

A. Okay. Basically what I remember is 
that day I -- that morning I was off. I was at 


home. I was on the computer, and I had the TV 


on. I heard the TV say that there was an 
explosion at one of the towers. I thought it was 
internal. I really didn't pay much mind to it 


until the second plane hit and I heard the news 


reporter say, "Oh, my God." I know what's going 
on now. 


At which time I stared at the TV and 
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they showed the instant replay. When I saw the 


second plane hit, I immediately called the 


station. They asked me to come in. I came down, 
put on my uniform, and I grabbed Fermin. We 
jumped on a bus, and we were 20 Nora. 

I remember en route there was like a 
lot of confusion on the radio, and I heard 
somebody screaming "Mayday!" The dispatcher 
apparently didn't hear them. As soon as there 
was a break on the radio, I got on the radio and 


said, "20 Nora, somebody is calling a mayday." 


q 


[The dispatcher said, "Who is calling a mayday?" 


q 


The guy kept saying, "Mayday! Mayday! Mayday!" 
All of a sudden it was just dead silence, at 


which time me and Fermin, we looked at each 


other. We were like, oh, my God. 


Anyway, when we got there, there was a 
lot of dust and debris just floating around. It 


was pretty hard to s maybe three, four feet in 


front of you. I jumped out of the ambulance, and 
I grabbed my bag and just started walking towards 
where I thought the smoke was coming from. 

I distinctly remember hearing somebody 


like whimpering, and I started make may way 
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towards that sound. I couldn't see, but I was 


following it from what I was hearing. All of a 
sudden there was like this roar. I remember 
stopping. 

It's funny because yesterday I was 
thinking about this and I remember Fermin 
screaming out my name and telling me to run. 
That's when I kind of like woke up. I turned 
around and just started running. As I started 
running, I looked behind me and there was this 


huge, black cloud just closing in on us. 


Once it pretty much settled, I went 


back with Fermin to where I thought I heard this 


whimpering coming from, and there was nothing but 


silence, this rie silenc 

Fermin had the stretcher, and he was 
following me. I was pretty much just leading the 
way. We picked up people here and there, and we 


just started throwing people in the back of the 


ambulance. We dropped them off at Metropolitan 


Hospital and shot back. 


We went back into the area, pretty much 


ground zero. It seemed like a nuclear bomb had 


hit. There were vehicles abandoned at the light. 
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There were vehicles crashed into each other, 
vehicles on top of each other. I remember seeing 
firemen walking around in a daze. 

I think the second time around 
Fermin -- we got separated, and I met up with two 
guys from Battalion 17. I don't remember their 


m 


names. hey were out there doing the green ham 


thing. They had the EMS jackets with Green's 


name on it and stuff like that. They just 


grabbed whatever equipment they could and they 
just went out trying to find people. 

I remember looking into -- because all 
the cars, everything was covered with dust and 


debris. We were lifting things and walking by 


the cars and wiping the window to see if there 


was anybody in the cars, stuff like that. 


I think that what hurts the most is the 


fact that there was nobody to save. I don't 


know. I guess that's pretty much it, just trying 
to find somebody to save, but there was no one. 
Q. When you were going down, responding 


down there, do you remember what routes you took, 


what streets you were on once you got down there? 


A. I remember we went up Fifth Avenue, 
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because I remember seeing Central Park to my 
right. Once the park ended -- Fermin was 


driving, and he just started making twisting 


lefts and rights and stuff like that. Sol 
really don't remember. I really don't remember 
where it was that he parked. 

I know that there was a couple of 
ambulances already there when we got there. But 
it's like the ambulances were a couple of blocks 
ahead, and everybody was where we were at. I 
found that -- I don't know, to myself I said why 
are they here. That's when I grabbed my gear and 
I just walked by everybody and just started 
walking towards the cloud. 

QO. Do you know was that still north of the 
Trade Center complex? 

A. I don't remember that. I don't 
remember that. 

Q. Aside from your partner, did you 


recognize anybody else that was down there? 


A. Kevin Darnowski. He's one of the 
paramedics here. I remember seeing him down 
there. I don't remember his name, but when I 


first got on the job we had -- I had a partner. 
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IT used to work in Manhattan. I remember seeing 
him. I don't remember his name. 
I know that after all this -- after we 


finished looking and stuff like that, we went to 


the pier that was one of the triage areas. When 


I got there, that's when I -- 


QO. Chelsea Pier? 
A. Yeah, that's the pier that takes you to 
the ferry. 


When I got there, that's when I saw a 


lot of people from the station that I knew. They 


were there setting up triage and stuff like that. 
Yeah, that's it. That's all I 
remember. 
Q. Any other thoughts or comments you'd 


like to add? 


A. Yeah. I remember later that night I 
had gone to -- no, actually it was the second 
day, Wednesday. We had gone to actually where 


ground zero was at. I don't remember what it was 


that I needed, but whatever it was, it was ata 


makeshift morgue that they had. 
I remember just seeing big body bags 


with little lumps in them. At that point I 
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realized that those were body parts in there, not 
entire bodies. I remember when I looked to my 
left someone was putting a leg or a foot ina 
bag, and they were just starting to zipper it. I 
just felt helpless. 

I went down the 11th and the 12th. 


After that I didn't go back down anymore. When I 


realized that there was -- I think it was pretty 


much the second day, because myself, like 


everybody, was hoping that we could pull people 


out, there would be actually someone. But the 


second night I realized that there was no one to 


That's pretty much it. After that it 


was lack of sleep, the nightmares, which I'm 


still having. 
That's pretty much it. That's what I 


can remember. 


MR. RADENBERG: Just for correction, on 


the start time of the interview was at 0850, 


and the time is now 0902 with the conclusion 


of the interview. 


